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Course Description
An in-depth investigation of the diaconate, the ministerial office of deacons in the local church.
This introductory study explores the biblical and practical calling, purpose, and role of deacons.

Course Objectives
1) Knowledge objective: Gain familiarity with the calling, qualifications, and role of deacons.
2) Attitude objective: Cultivate a servant’s heart with a greater love for Christ and his church.
3) Skill objective: Critically assess the biblical portrait of deacons to serve Christ’s church

faithfully, assist the elders effectively, and advance Christ’s mission through mercy fruitfully.

Suggested Reading
Keller, Timothy J. Ministries of Mercy: The Call of the Jericho Road. 2nd ed. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R

Publishing, 1997.
Smethurst, Matt. Deacons: How They Serve and Strengthen the Church. 9Marks: Building Healthy

Churches. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2021.
Witham, Alan, et al. The Deacon Ministry Handbook: A Practical Guide for Servant Leadership.

Brentwood, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2023.

Course Schedule

1

Session Date Topic Suggested Reading

03/06/24 Session 1: The Birth & Mission of Deacons Smethurst, 41–57

03/13/24 Session 2: The Qualifications of Deacons Smethurst, 59–71

03/20/24 Session 3: The Role of Deacons Smethurst, 73–94

03/27/24––No Session **Small Group Leader Meeting** **No Reading**

04/03/24 Session 4: The Mercy Ministry of Deacons Keller, chs. 1, 3, 5

04/10/24––No Session **Missions Week** **No Reading**

04/17/24 Session 5: The Selection & Ordination of Deacons Witham, 24–44

04/24/24––No Session **Small Group Leader Meeting** **No Reading**

05/01/24 Session 6: Practical Tools for Deacons Witham, chs. 5, 7
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