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Course Description
An in-depth investigation of ecclesiology, the doctrine of the church. This introductory study
explores the biblical and theological nature, purpose, and function of the local church.

Course Objectives
1) Knowledge objective: Gain familiarity with the biblical-theological essentials of the church.
2) Attitude objective: Cultivate a heart of worship with a greater appreciation for the gospel.
3) Skill objective: Critically assess the doctrine of the church in order to identify a healthy

church, serve as a faithful church member, practice the one another’s, and engage in mission.

Suggested Reading
Dever, Mark E. Nine Marks of a Healthy Church. 3rd ed. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013.
––––––. The Church: The Gospel Made Visible. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2012.

Course Schedule

Session Date Topic Suggested Reading

09/13/23 Session 1: The Gospel & the Church’s Mission Nine Marks, 85–103

09/20/23 Session 2: The Christian in Community The Church, 3–14

09/27/22––No Session **Small Group Leaders Meeting** **No Reading**

10/04/23 Session 3: Baptism The Church, 99–107

10/11/23 Session 4: Church Membership Nine Marks, 155–178

10/18/23 Session 5: Christian Service & Spiritual Gifts The Church, 69–77

10/25/23––No Session **Small Group Leaders Meeting** **No Reading**

11/01/23 Session 6: The Lord’s Table The Church, 107–112

11/08/23 Session 7: Church Discipline Nine Marks, 181–205

11/15/23 Session 8: Church Leadership Nine Marks, 231–257

11/22/23––No Session **Happy Thanksgiving!** **No Reading**
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