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SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER 

SUBVERSION

Luke 22:1-6

"THROUGH TEARS WE TRUST 
THAT SHE IS IN THE ARMS OF 

JESUS WHO WILL RAISE HER TO 
LIFE ONCE AGAIN."

Pastor Chad Scruggs after the shooting death of his nine 
year old daughter, Hallie

WHAT YOU BELIEVE ABOUT GOD IN 
THE FACE OF EVIL WILL NOT ONLY 

AFFECT YOUR ABIL ITY TO PROCESS 
SUFFERING WHEN IT HAPPENS BUT 

HOW YOU WILL LIVE YOUR LIFE FOR 
HIS  KINGDOM IN A WORLD FULL OF 

DANGERS AND DEVILS.  
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“AND THOUGH THIS  WORLD WITH 
DEVILS  FILLED, SHOULD THREATEN 

TO UNDO US,
WE WILL  NOT FEAR, FOR GOD HATH 

WILLED HIS  TRUTH TO TRIUMPH 
THROUGH US.”

Martin Luther

EASTER IS THE STORY OF HOW 
GOD USED EVIL TO DESTROY 

EVIL THROUGH THE 
CRUCIFIXION OF HIS SON.

“AS FOR YOU, YOU MEANT EVIL 
AGAINST ME, BUT GOD MEANT IT FOR 

GOOD, TO BRING IT ABOUT THAT MANY 
PEOPLE SHOULD BE KEPT ALIVE AS THEY 

ARE TODAY.  SO DO NOT FEAR;”

Genesis 50:20
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“GOD DID NOT JUST OVERCOME 
EVIL AT THE CROSS.  HE MADE EVIL  
SERVE THE OVERCOMING OF EVIL.  

HE MADE EVIL  COMMIT SUICIDE 
IN DOING ITS WORST EVIL.”

― John Piper, Spectacular Sins: And Their 
Global Purpose in the Glory of Christ

I.  GOD SOVEREIGNLY 
ORDAINED THE 
SUBVERSION OF JESUS 
BY THE RELI GIOUS 
LEADERS.

Luke 22:1-2

EASTER  IS  THE  STORY OF  HOW  GOD 
US ED THE  EVIL  O F  THE  RE L IGIO US  

LEADERS TO  END THE  PR IESTHO OD 
OF  THE  R ELIGIOUS LEADE RS AND TO  

MAK E J ES US  OUR HIGH P R IEST 
FOR EVER .
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“ THE SON OF MAN MUST SUFFER MANY 
THINGS AND BE REJECTED BY THE CHIEF 

PRIESTS AND SCRIBES,  AND BE KILLED,  
AND ON THE THIRD DAY RISE BE 

RAISED.” 

Luke 9:22

“A N D  TA K I N G  T H E  T W E LV E ,  H E  S A I D  TO  TH EM ,  ‘ S E E ,  W E 
A R E  G O I N G  U P  TO  J ER U S A L E M ,  A N D  E V E R Y T H I N G  TH AT  

I S  W R I T T E N  A B O U T  T H E  S O N  O F  M A N  B Y  T H E  
P R O P H E T S  W I L L  B E  A C C O M P L I S H E D .  F O R  H E  W I L L  B E  

D E L I V E R E D  OV E R  TO  T H E  G E N T I L E S  A N D  W I L L  B E  
M O C K E D  A N D  S H A M E F U L LY  T R E AT E D  A N D  S P I T  U P O N .  

A F T E R  F LO G G I N G  T H E M ,  T H E Y  W I L L  K I L L  H I M ,  A N D  O N  
T H E  T H I R D  DAY,  H E  W I L L  R I S E .’  B U T  T H E Y  U N D ER S T O O D  

N O N E  O F  T H E S E  T H I N G S .  T H I S  S AY I N G  WA S  H I D D E N  
F R O M  T H E M  A N D  T H E Y  D I D  N OT  G R A S P  W H AT  WA S  

S A I D.”

Luke 18:31-34

“ T HI S  JES US ,  D EL IVERED U P  ACCO RDI NG  TO 
T HE  DE F I NI TE  PL A N  A ND FO RE KNOW L E DGE 

O F  GO D, YOU  C RU C IF IED AND  K IL L E D BY  TH E  
H AND S OF  L AWL ESS  ME N.  GO D  R AISE D HIM  

UP,  LOOSIN G T H E  PANGS OF  D EATH ,  
B EC AU SE  IT  WAS NOT  P OSS IB L E FOR H IM  TO 

B E  H E L D  BY  IT.”

Acts 2:23-24
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“ S OV E R E I G N  LO R D ,  W H O  M A D E  H EAV E N  A N D  
EA RT H  A N D  T H E  S EA  A N D  E V E R Y T H I N G  I N  

T H E M …  F O R  T R U LY  I N  T H I S  C I T Y  T H E R E  W E R E  
G AT H E R ED  A G A I N S T  YO U R  H O LY  S E R VA N T  J ES U S ,  

W H O M  YO U  A N O I N T ED,  B OT H  H E RO D  A N D  
P O N T I U S  P I L AT E  A LO N G  W I T H  T H E  G E N T I L ES  

A N D  T H E  P EO P L E  O F  I S R A E L ,  TO  D O  W H AT E V E R  
YO U R  H A N D  YO U R  P L A N  H A D  P R E D EST I N E D  TO  

TA K E  P L AC E .”

Acts 4:24-28

“THE LORD WILL CAUSE YOUR 
ENEMIES TO RISE UP AGAINST YOU 

TO BE DEFEATED BEFORE YOU. THEY 
SHALL COME OUT AGAINST YOU 

ONE WAY AND FLEE BEFORE YOU 
SEVEN WAYS.”

Deuteronomy 28:7

“ FOR IT  WAS  IND E ED  F IT T ING T H AT  WE  S HO UL D 
H AV E S U CH A  HIG H PRI EST,  HO LY,  I NNOCE NT,  
U NSTA I NED,  S E PA RAT ED FROM  S INNE RS ,  A ND 
E X A LTED A BOV E T HE  HEAVE NS . H E  H AS  N O N EE D,  
L IK E  T H OSE  H IGH  P RIES TS ,  TO  OFFE R  S AC R IFICES  
DAILY,  F IRS T  FOR  H IS  OWN  S INS  AND  T H EN  FOR 
T HOS E  OF  TH E  P EOP L E,  S IN C E  H E  D ID  T HI S  ON C E  
FOR AL L  WHE N  HE  OF FE RE D UP  H IM SE L F.”

Hebrews 7:26-27
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II.  GOD SOVEREIGNLY 
ORDAINED THE 
SUBVERSION OF 
JESUS BY SATAN.

Luke 22:3

EA ST E R I S  T H E  STO RY  O F  H O W  G O D  
U S E D  T H E  E V I L  S C H E M E O F  SATA N  I N  
O R D ER  T H AT  T H RO UG H J E S U S’  D EAT H 

A N D  R ES U R R EC T IO N,  J ES U S  M I G H T  
D EST ROY T H E  WO R KS O F  T H E  D E V I L  

O V E R U S .

“ THE REASON THE SON OF GOD 
APPEARED WAS TO DESTROY 
THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL .”

1 John 3:8
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SATAN IS INCREDIBLY 
SINISTER BUT SATAN IS 

NOT ABSOLUTELY 
SOVEREIGN.

“ SI MON ,  S IMON ,  BE H OL D,  SATAN  H AS  
D EM AND ED TO H AV E  YO U T H AT  H E  
M IGHT  S IFT  YOU L IK E  WH EAT,  B UT  I  
H AV E  P RAYE D FOR YOU  T HAT  YOUR  

FAIT H  M AY  NOT FAI L .  AND  WH E N YOU  
H AV E TU RN ED  AGAIN,  S T R EN GT HEN 

YOU R BROT HE RS.”  

Luke 22:31-32

“G O D H A D  A C C E D ED TO  T H E  D E M A N D,  B EC AU S E H E  H A D  
H I S  OW N  P U R P O S ES .  S ATA N P R E Y E D 
O N P E T E R ; J ES U S P R AY E D F O R P E T E R .  A N D  I N  T H E  WA K E  
O F  H I S  FA I LU RE,  H E  R E M EMB ERED H IS  S AVI OR  H A D  
P R E D I C TE D I T  ( M AT T.  2 6 :7 5 ) ;  H I S  H EA RT WA S  B RO K EN 
A N D  E M P T IED  O F  I T S  S E L F - R E LY ING P R I D E .  C H A S T I SED,  
H E  WA S  L AT ER R ES TOR ED BY  J ES U S  AT  T H E  S EA  O F  
G A L I L EE ( J O H N 2 1 : 1 5 –19 ) .  F I L L E D  W I T H T H E  S P I R I T,  H I S  
F I RS T  S E R MON  B EC A M E T H E  M O ST  F R U I T FU L  O N E  H E ’D  
E V E R  P R EA C H  ( A C T S  2 ) .”

Sinclair Ferguson
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WH EN GOD  WORKS  FOR OUR GOOD 
TH ROUGH  TH E  AGEN CY  OF  EV IL ,  WE 
C AN’T  SEE  IT  IM MED IATELY,  BU T  WE 

C AN KNOW THAT  GOD ONLY  USES 
EV IL  AGAINST US  TO DEST ROY EV IL  

AGAINST US  OR IN US .

 WHEN SATAN INCITES JESUS’ 
CRUCIFIXION, GOD USES SATAN TO 
DESTROY SATAN’S ACCUSATIONS AGAINST 
US.

 WHEN SATAN INCITES JESUS’ 
CRUCIFIXION, GOD USES SATAN TO 
DESTROY SATAN’S DOMINION OVER US.
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 WHEN SATAN INCITES JESUS’ 
CRUCIFIXION, GOD USES SATAN TO 
DESTROY SATAN’S INTIMIDATION OF US.

 WHEN SATAN INCITES JESUS’ 
CRUCIFIXION, GOD USES SATAN TO 
DESTROY SATAN’S POWERFUL 
TEMPTATIONS OF US.

“ T HE  R EAS ON TH E  SON  OF  GOD  AP P EAR ED WAS TO 
D EST ROY T HE  WOR KS  O F  T HE  D E V IL . N O ONE  B ORN  
OF  GOD  M AKES  A  P RAC TICE  O F  S IN NING,  FO R GOD ’S  
SE E D  AB ID ES  IN  H IM;  AND  H E  C AN NOT  K E EP  ON  
S IN NIN G,  B EC AU SE  H E  H AS  B EE N BO RN  OF  GOD. BY  
T HI S  IT  IS  E V ID ENT  WH O ARE  T HE  C H IL D REN  OF  GOD,  
AND  WH O AR E  T H E  C HIL D R EN OF  T H E  D EV IL :  
WH OEV E R D OES  N OT  P R AC T ICE R IGH T EOU SN ESS IS  
NOT  OF  GOD,  NOR  IS  T H E  ON E WHO D OES  N OT  LOV E  
H IS  B ROTH E R.”

1 John 3:7-10
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III.  GOD 
SOVEREIGNLY 
ORDAINED THE 
SUBVERSION OF JESUS 
BY JUDAS.

Luke 22:3-6

EASTER IS  THE STORY OF HOW 
GOD USED THE BETRAYAL OF 
JUDAS SO THAT JESUS MIGHT 

BECOME THE FRIEND OF S INNERS 
WHO WILL  NEVER BETRAY US OR 
BREAK HIS  COVENANT WITH US.

“ N OW  B E F OR E T H E  F EA S T  O F  T H E  
PA S S OV ER ,  W H EN  J ESU S  K N E W  T H AT  H I S  
H O U R  H A D  C O ME  TO  D E PA RT  F RO M  T H I S  
WO R L D TO  T H E  FAT HER,  H AV I N G LOV E D  
H I S  OW N  W H O  W E R E IN  T H E  WO R L D,  H E  

LOVE D  T H E M TO  T H E  E N D.”

John 13:1
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“GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE 
THAN THIS, THAT SOMEONE 
LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS 

FRIENDS.”

John 15:13

“ W H E N  W E  S U F F E R ,  W E  D O  N OT  L O S E  H EA R T.  W E  
C A N  K N OW  T H I S  E V E N  W H E N  W E  C A N N OT  S E E  

T H E  C O N N EC T I O N  B E T W E E N  O U R  S U F F E R I N G  
A N D  O U R  T ES T I M O N Y  O R  B E T W E E N  O U R  PA I N  

A N D  O U R  PA S S I O N  F O R  G O D .  W E  PAT I E N T LY  
E N D U R E  O U R  S U F F E R I N G  B EC A U S E  W E  A R E  

C O N S C I O U S  O F  G O D ’ S  P L A N  T O  U S E  O U R  
S U F F E R I N G ,  N OT  R E D E M P T I V E LY  ( F O R  T H I S  WA S  

D O N E  S I N G U L A RLY  I N  C H R I S T ) ,  B U T  TO  
C O M P L E T E  T H E  D ES T R U C T I O N  O F  E V I L  &  

S U F F E R I N G .”

― Dr. Rick Shenk, The Wonder of the Cross: The God 
Who Uses Evil and Suffering to Destroy Evil and 
Suffering

GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW 
THAT EVIL DOESN’T GET THE 

FINAL SAY – JESUS DOES. 


